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Its growthl was due partly to the proximity of iron and coal
mines in Staffordshire, and partly to its pursuit of a policy
of ' free trade ', which encouraged the settlement of strangers
by its immunity from industrial restrictions2. In the
eighteenth century it was named by Burke * the toy-shop of
Europe'—a tribute to the variety of small wares in iron and
steel produced here 8. Davenant comments, in particular,
on ' the skill and neatness' shown in making locks, keys,
hinges ' and other curiosities of this kind', which were in
great demand abroad*. Birmingham was not the only
Midland town engaged in ironmongery : the Midland counties
generally were described in 1737 as the seat of ' the greatest
manufactory of iron-ware in this kingdom '5. Their in-
dustrial development was due to the facilities for obtaining
their materials—bar iron 6 and coal—and for sending away
the finished products down the Severn. Nail-making, which
was the principal branch of the industry, came to be con-
centrated around Dudley and Stourbridge. The work was
carried on in the nail-maker's home : he was given a quantity
of iron and, with the aid of his wife and children, manu-
factured hand-made nails which he returned to the employer.
His hours were long, and his remuneration scanty in the
extreme, wages being fixed at meetings of the nailmasters 7.
In all branches of the industry truck wages were common 8.
The general features which characterized the iron and
steel industries were reproduced in the copper and brassbfasSt
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6	The iron of the Forest of Dean was specially suitable for small wares
because of its f gentle, pliable, soft nature':  Yarranton, England's Im-
provement (1677), 57.
7	Timmins, Industrial History of Birmingham and the Midland Hard"
ware District, iio-in, 209.   In 1713 it was said that they earned only
33. per week (Hewins, English Trade and Finance, 17), but in 1776 their
wages were from 75. to los.: Annals of Agriculture, iv. 157.
*	Yarranton, England's Improvement (1677), 151, 169.

